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GSGP Tourism Program



Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Trees Initiative

A regional effort with the goal of planting 
250 million trees by 2033.



Why the Great Lakes St. Lawrence 
Region?

Tree planting is a major opportunity for the 
region and its people to improve the quality 
of life while offering a high “return on 
investment.”
Over the next decade, the Great Lakes St. 
Lawrence Governors & Premiers (GSGP) will 
work with the region’s eight US States and 
two Canadian Provinces, federal governments, 
corporations, cities and other institutions to 
achieve this goal.

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



Great Lakes Green Events
An initiative that encourages destination stewardship and 
environmentally beneficial practices for conferences and events in 
the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Region. Green Events create a 
positive footprint in local communities.



How to host a Green Event?

• Implement sustainable practices at your 
event.

• Make a financial contribution to the Great 
Lakes St. Lawrence Trees Initiative to support 
on-the-ground partners planting trees in 
local communities. 

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



What are sustainable practices?

Practices that proactively reduce the 
environmental impact of the event including, 
• Reduce paper, food, and single-use plastic 

waste throughout the event
• Reuse silverware if providing a meal
• Recycle materials and upcycle or donate 

decorations to other events where possible
See a full list of sustainable practices at 
greatlakesgreenevents.org. 

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E

http://www.greatlakesgreenevents.org/


Benefits

• Establish your event or org as a leader in 
environmental sustainability

• Market your meeting as a Great Lakes 
Green Event

• Support local communities and protect 
the environment

• Earn positive public recognition for your 
environmental leadership

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



Recent Great Lakes Green Events

Michigan Healthy Climate Conference – Lansing, MI
• 10 trees planted
Pan-American Masters Games – Cleveland, OH
•  24 trees planted
Great Lakes St. Lawrence Legislative Caucus Annual 
Meeting
• 2 trees planted

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



Volunteer Opportunities

The Battery Show
• October 2024 in Detroit, Michigan
• Day of service for participants
• Planting about 100 trees with

The Greening of Detroit

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E



Great Lakes Green Events Impact

11 Great Lakes Green Events – 3 more in the next 
week - planting more than 280 trees.
Over the next 20 years, these trees will: 
• Sequester over 11,000 pounds of carbon; equal 

to driving over 47,000 miles 
• Capture over 1.26 million gallons of stormwater
• Remove over 260 pounds of air pollutants 

(nitrous dioxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone, and 
particulate matter)

G R E AT  L A K E S  S T .  L A W R E N C E  T R E E S  I N I T I AT I V E

8.5 roundtrips from 
New York City, NY to 
Los Angeles, CA

Fill over 43,000 bathtubs 

Equal to the weight of 54 iPhones.



Great Lakes St. Lawrence Trees Initiative
Great Lakes Green Events
Mike Piskur – mpiskur@gsgp.org
Cailyn Andrews – candrews@gsgp.org 
http://greatlakestrees.org 
http://greatlakesgreenevents.org 

mailto:mpiskur@gsgp.org
mailto:candrews@gsgp.org
http://greatlakestrees.org/
http://greatlakesgreenevents.org/


















The program began 

taking shape in 

2004, after learning 

about a program 

established by the 

West Virginia 

Environmental 

Protection Agency’s 

with Green Globe to 

certify tourism 

businesses that met 

their sustainable 

benchmarks.

The pilot program 

launched with 60 

statewide partners, 

after beginning as an 

ad-hoc committee on 

Sustainable Tourism 

and partnering with the 

Wisconsin 

Environmental 

Initiative to set 

parameters for the 

Travel Green program. 

Travel Green officially 

launches, accepting 

statewide participation 

for tourism partners, in 

both the private and 

public sector.

20 years later, the 

program continues to 

educate travelers of 

sustainable initiatives  

and help visitors to 

live their values while 

traveling in Wisconsin.

By 2008, statewide 

participation exceeds 

200 partners across a 

wide range of 

businesses and 

industries.







































Going Beyond Sustainability 
Destination Stewardship> Green Tourism

Chris Moyer



Everything Humans Do Has An Impact

2



Trade Offs That Leads Thriving

People

Place

Planet



The 21st Century is the 
Great Lakes Region’s Century



Tourism and Events 
Will Lead the Way



We are all on a journey



People
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Place
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A Story of  Land 
Reclamation
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Planet
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Destination Stewardship Doesn’t Look the Same
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Authentically Focus On What We Do Best 
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Connecting our past 



To our innovative future 









Connecting Partners
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Sharing our Region’s Story
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Thank you
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